This species was recently transferred to the genus Unguiculella (Huhtinen & Spooner, 2003) , on the basis of hair and paraphysis characteristics and structure of the excipulum. A fungicolous habit is unusual in this genus, but is known for several species, including the European U. aggregata (Feltg.) Höhn., and U. jamaicensis Zhuang & Korf, the latter having similarly hyaline excipular cells. Although hooked, tapered hairs and a fungicolous habit are typical of species of Unguiculariopsis Rehm, these differ from the present species in several respects, notably in their pigmented excipulum and thin walled spores (Zhuang, 1988) . In Unguiculella tityrii, the apothecia often arise directly from the ostiole of species of Podospora, but they may also grow on dung seemingly without any connection to pyrenomycetes. In such cases, it may be that the apothecia occur on developing fruitbodies or in Unguiculella tityrii (Velen.) Huhtinen & Spooner, a tiny discomycete with whitish apothecia associated with pyrenomycete fruitbodies mainly in rabbit dung has been found in several localities in Scotland and one in England. It was previously unknown in Britain. A description and brief account of this species is provided. connection with pyrenomycetous mycelium.
The total known range of U. tityrii extends from Central and Western Europe to Denmark, Sweden, Greenland and Colorado. As discussed by Huhtinen & Spooner (2003) , different populations from throughout this range show a marked variability with regard to ascus size and the amount of firm-walled hairs and paraphyses. This variability is also evident in British material, although on a more restricted scale. Variability in ascus size is not great except for one collection (Richardson 28/97) where asci with a normal size range occur together with others some 70-80 µm long. Hairs are regularly coupled with hair-like, protruding paraphyses in all but one British specimen (Wilberforce, 7 Mar. 1999), where one apothecium was totally lacking hairs and similar paraphyses, but an apothecium from another pellet showed abundant hairs and hair-like paraphyses. Amongst the stable characteristics in this species are the spores with their rather uniform size, thick walls and eguttulate contents. The mechanism of ascus dehiscence remains unclear and observations from fresh specimens would be of great interest.
